@ms.jeﬀers

Welcome to Ms. Jeffers’

7th Grade Language Arts Class
Follow the QR code or go to msjeffersclassroom.com .

Read

Click

Explore

You will use this website many times throughout the year.
Take some time to familiarize yourself with it.

Classroom Expectations
Work hard. Be kind. That pretty much sums up my
expectations of everyone who steps foot in my classroom including myself. We must all work to be kind to each other,
and I know that can be a challenge from time to time, but I
have faith in your ability to be a quality human. Any sort of
negativity toward another person will not be tolerated.

Grades
10%

You should be in the classroom and ready to go when
the bell rings. Everyday, there will be a welcome slide
projected on the screen. Make sure to read the whole
thing, write down your homework, and begin the
warm-up activity before pulling out your book to read.

You must have a free reading book with you every day for
independent reading. We will read for 15 minutes at the
beginning of each class. This time is for reading a book of your
choice. It is not time for completing class work or reading
assigned material. If you need help finding a book that really
grabs your attention, I’m happy to help!

Part of junior high is learning about how to manage your time,
and that includes your passing time. The expectation is you
are in the room and working during the entire period.
Therefore, you must use your passing time wisely, so you don’t
need to leave class. Should you have to, you will give me one
of your hall passes. You receive five hall passes each quarter.
If unused, they turn into extra credit!

If you are sick or absent for any reason, the expectation is that
you make the effort to gather and complete your missing
work. Check the classroom website and the absent binder. If
questions remain, I’ll be happy to help. While you have two
days upon your return to turn in assignments before an
assignment is late, all missing work, even work as a result of
an absence, will always be flagged in the grade book as a
reminder for you.

35%

20%
35%
Reading 35%
Participation 10%

Writing 35%
Speaking 20%

Earning Participation
Each week you will receive a participation grade.
Half of that score is your ACTIVE participation, and
half is your PASSIVE participation.

Active
Volunteer answers
Share during discussion
Submit vocab words or
share vocab
sentences
Share writing during
W.O.W.
Give extra book talk
Submit LA in Action
forms
Submit writing prompts
Go above and
beyond!

Passive
Come prepared with LA
materials, writing utensil,
and planner
Be on task and working
hard
Conduct yourself in a
respectful and helpful
way
Be an active listener
Clean up after yourself
Turn work in on time

What is Ms. Jeffers’ teaching philosophy?

I believe there lies great power in failure…

“

…as long as you don’t give up.”
I believe we all can learn much more from our failures than we can from our successes, and
since school is all about learning, I expect you to learn from your failures, struggles, and
disappointments. This means a grade in language arts is only final if you want it to be. You are
encouraged to redo or revise any assignment to improve your understanding and grade until
the grading period is over. Often time for this review will be provided in class; however, if it is
not, you are invited to come work with me after school at any time. :)

Homework Classroom Policies
I value you as a human being and not just as
a student. This means I value your time outside
of class. I understand that junior high means
more commitments to your time outside of
school. For this reason, other than reading, you
will take work home for only these reasons:

1

You did not finish your work in the time
provided in class.

2

The short assignment outside of class
provides background/practice
necessary for upcoming activities.

3

It’s time to review for a quiz.

While there may be exceptions to this rule here
or there, those exceptions will be rare.

Contacting Ms. Jeffers
Email: jeffersheather@pleasval.k12.ia.us
Instagram: @ms.jeffers
Website: msjeffersclassroom.com

What does a day
in language arts
look like?

There will be many times during class where I invite you to
use your devices for different activities, assignments, and
games. Hooray! However, devices should remain away until
instructed to take them out. If a device is out without
instruction, even if just sitting on your desk, it will be
confiscated and turned in to the office. No warnings.
Work is assigned to help you learn, extend that learning, and
prepare you for activities to come. Everyone must do his/her part to
ensure the class is ready for each day’s activities. Daily assignments
not turned in on time will receive a failing grade. For major
assignments, you will receive two grades: a grade for the
assignment in the proper category and a pass/fail grade for turning
it in on time in the participation category.

The short answer is Yes. Yes, you may have food and/or
drinks in my room; however, the items should be healthy,
and they cannot be a distraction to others. For example, a
bag of Cheetos is both unhealthy and often loud, so that
wouldn’t be a good choice. I also allow gum if I do not hear
or see it.
The extra credit policy is that there isn’t one. I rarely, if ever,
offer extra credit beyond leftover hall passes. Your grade
should reflect your performance in class, and extra credit
messes with this measurement. However, you shouldn’t let
this worry you. Remember: if you are unhappy with your
performance on something, chances are you can redo it!

General Schedule
Warmup/IR (20 mins)
Notebook Thinking (10 mins)
Reading/Writing/Speaking Instruction
Cool Down (5 mins)

Monday - Weekly Words/FOCART (Focus Article)
Tuesday - Read Aloud/LA in Action
Wednesday - Book Talks
Thursday - CNN10/Read Aloud
Friday - Writings of the Week OR Vocab Review

