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Compound and Complex Sentences 

Directions: Go through the presentation slowly, making sure you read everything on every slide. Take 
appropriate notes on your sheet below.  

Compound Sentences (FANBOYS) 

What are the FANBOYS? 

What is the RULE for COMMAS and FANBOYS? 

Compound Sentences - Let’s practice! 

Complex Sentences 

Directions: Read the sentences below. If it needs a comma, at it where it belongs. If 
it doesn’t need a comma, put a check in the box.

Check here if 
the sentences 

doesn’t need a 
comma.

The dog chased the squirrel but it escaped up a tree.

In the morning, we are getting Starbucks and my favorite doughnuts.

Crashing through the living room like Godzilla, the toddler knocked the juice on the 
white carpet so the adults started freaking out.

The convertible sped down the highway and the police car was close behind.

I had fun plans over the weekend but had to cancel them.

My favorite game is Settlers of Catan so we are going to play on my birthday.

go to http://tinyurl.com/CompoundComplex

Example Sentences
What do you notice? Before moving on write down 

at LEAST THREE things. Focus on the way the sentence is 
constructed.

After the game, I went home.

I went home after the game.

Because tomorrow is Saturday, I’ll be sleeping in.

I’ll be sleeping in because tomorrow is Saturday.

Whenever the ground is icy, I fall on my face.

I fall on my face whenever the ground is icy.

http://tinyurl.com/CompoundComplex
http://tinyurl.com/CompoundComplex


 
What are the AAAWWWUBBIS (subordinating conjunction) words? 

What is the first part of the AAAWWWUBBIS rule? 
  

 Example: 

What is the second part of the AAAWWWUBBIS rule? 

 Example: 

Complex Sentences - Let’s practice! 

Directions: Read the sentences below. If it needs a comma, at it where it belongs. If 
it doesn’t need a comma, put a check in the box.

Check here if 
the sentences 

doesn’t need a 
comma.

Because tomorrow is your birthday I want to take you to lunch.

If you can’t say anything nice don’t say anything at all.

We haven’t seen each other since fourth grade!

After I get home from school I always have a light snack.

We can’t have pets because my dad is allergic to pet hair.

When the timer goes off you can start packing up.

Put your handout in the turn-in-bin before you leave class today.


