
Which piece of evidence is explained the best? 
“Mike’s New Car” and Explaining Theme

Directions: Individually, examine the three “pieces of evidence” below and the explanation that goes along with each. Determine the strong and 
weak aspects of each piece of evidence, and then make a determination as to which example is explained the best. Be prepared to discuss and 
defend your conclusion. 

Theme: When someone’s main focus is keeping up with the newest or most popular product, he/she will make poor investments.

Sully is clearly in shock when he sees Mike’s new car because he 
knows the purchase was not one of necessity. Sounding 
exasperated with Mike, almost like this isn’t the first time something 
like this has happened, Sully asks Mike, “What was wrong with your 
old car?” However, Mike has no response, leaving the audience to 
infer there wasn’t anything wrong with his old car; instead, he just 
wanted something new because it was hip and shiny. It’s, therefore, 
safe to bet that if Mike hadn’t made such an unnecessary 
purchase, he could have saved himself a lot of pain later on. This 
shows viewers that focusing solely on the new item or the most 
popular item is not a recipe for success. Instead, it is the complete 
opposite. It can, just as it did for Mike, lead to not only a poor 
investment but also to a lot of unneeded trouble. 

Mike didn’t need this new car, and in this moment, he is 
really being punished for his poor investment. The issues 
started off simply enough with trouble with the seatbelt and 
a far too complicated dashboard, but the issues soon 
progressed into Mike being slammed beneath the hood, 
assaulted by loud music and sirens, and repeatedly 
crushed against the interior roof by the seats. Mike is 
getting frustrated, but he doesn’t seem to blame the car 
yet; instead, he seems to think that Sully is the one causing 
all the problems. Therefore, Mike made a really terrible 
choice when he decided to invest in this new product. He 
should have thought it through more.

At this point, the decision to buy the car can definitely be classified 
as a gigantic failure. After all, it has ejected Mike, and if Sully hadn’t 
been on the sidewalk, Mike would have ended up even more hurt. 
In his current state, Mike is bruised, scratched, and barely able to 
move, and this is all the work of the new car that Mike wanted but 
didn’t need. This shows the viewer that what happens when 
someone focuses more on what they want instead of what they 
need. And what is that? Nothing good. Just as Mike received 
absolutely no benefit from his gluttonous purchase, society as a 
whole always suffers when it is more concerned with desires than 
necessities. Perhaps if Mike would have known this, he could have 
saved himself a lot of pain.

What is good about it? What needs to change? What is good about it? What needs to change? What is good about it? What needs to change?

Which one is the best? Why? 
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