
Book Talk 2nd Quarter Expectations 

Congratulations! You have successfully completed one round of Book Talks! That means that, although it might 
have been uncomfortable, you have gained some crucial speaking and listening practice. This will be 
important no matter what career you go into because the ability to verbally communicate is consistently 
ranked in the top four skills employers most desire in job candidates. 

There will be three main changes when it comes to Book Talks this quarter: 
 1) You must add a hook. Speaking is largely about your audience, so your focus should be grabbing and keeping your  
 audience’s attention. Consider using a startling statement, an “Imagine this,” a descriptive scene, or a short and impactful  
 passage. 

 2) You aren’t allowed to fail. This class is focused on learning, and since speaking is such a crucial skill, it is something you  
 must work hard at to improve. Starting now, since you have some practice under your belt, you are not allowed t receive  
 anything lower than a C- on a book talk. This means that if you earn a score below this mark, you will have the opportunity to redo 
 your book talk the following week. 

 3) You will film yourself. During the first book talk this quarter, you will be filmed. This film is for no one but you, and the  
 purpose is to learn from it. If you have a device with you in class, you can ask someone to use it to film you. If you do not, I will film  
 it and share the video with you over Google Docs. After you give your Book Talk, you will have one week to view your video,  
 complete a reflection, and set goals to improve your speaking skills. 

What is included in a book talk?: 
1) Hook: Begin with an attention-grabbing starter! 
2) Title, Author, and Genre 

3) Setting: Describe when and/or where your book takes place. 
4) Protagonist: Describe the main character (What is he/she like? How would you describe his/her personality?) 
5) Summary: Provide a summary of the plot so far, including information about the main conflict. 
6) Favorite passage: Don’t forget to introduce your passage and that a passage should be no more than a paragraph or two in length. 
7) Reflection: Do you like what you are reading? Why or why not? Your reflection should be thoughtful. 
8) Conclusion: Summarize your most salient points 
9) Questions: End by asking the audience if they have any questions and answer their questions thoughtfully. 

Book Talk Rubric 
Content 
_____ Begins with an engaging hook   _____ Title, Author, and Genre 
_____ Setting      _____ Protagonist is described 
_____ Summarized (main conflict, plot events, etc.) in a way that enables audience to understand novel 
_____ Favorite passage is introduced   _____ Passage is of appropriate length 
_____ Reflection is thoughtful and explained well _____ Conclusion draws the presentation together 
_____ Fields questions easily and professionally 

Delivery         Other 
_____ Within assigned time (2-4 minutes)     _____ Respectful audience member 
_____ Maintains appropriate eye contact with the whole audience  _____ Asks meaningful questions 
_____ Speaker appears energetic and passionate about his/her topic _____ Notecard contains short notes,     
_____ Passage is read with inflection and excitement             not word-for-word presentation 
_____ Uses clear pronunciation 
_____ Uses adequate volume 
_____ Appropriate pace 
_____ Limited use of filler words (like, um, ah, so yeah, etc.) 
_____ Stands up straight, faces audience, does not fidget   Score:  
_____ Professional behavior          /46
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_____ Professional behavior        

Book Talk Rubric (2nd) 

Content 
_____ Begins with an engaging hook 
_____ Title, Author, and Genre 
_____ Setting 
_____ Protagonist is described 
_____ Summarized (main conflict, plot events, etc.) in a way that enables audience to understand novel 
_____ Favorite passage is introduced 
_____ Passage is of appropriate length 
_____ Reflection is thoughtful and explained well 
_____ Conclusion draws the presentation together 
_____ Fields questions easily and professionally 

Delivery         Other 
_____ Within assigned time (2-4 minutes)     _____ Respectful audience member 
_____ Maintains appropriate eye contact with the whole audience  _____ Asks meaningful questions 
_____ Speaker appears energetic and passionate about his/her topic _____ Notecard contains short notes,     
_____ Passage is read with inflection and excitement             not word-for-word presentation 
_____ Uses clear pronunciation 
_____ Uses adequate volume 
_____ Appropriate pace 
_____ Limited use of filler words (like, um, ah, so yeah, etc.) 
_____ Stands up straight, faces audience, does not fidget   Score:  
_____ Professional behavior 

/46

/46

Name: _______________________ 

Name: _______________________ 



Watch Yoself! 
Reflecting on your Filmed Book Talk 

1. Before you watch your speech, make a prediction.  

 - What is one thing you predict you did well? 

 - What is one thing you predict you need to work on? 

2. Turn down the volume and watch half of the speech focusing only on your physical delivery. Did your body 
help to maintain audience attention and interest? What did you do with your hands? Your feet? Do your facial 
expressions seem consistent with what you were talking about? Where do you seem to be looking most of the 
time during the speech? 

3.Now, just listen to the speech - either close your eyes, turn away from the screen, or turn down the brightness 
on your screen. Does your voice help to carry the message to the audience? Does it sound engaging? Does 
the rate and the pitch vary in a way that both fits with the content and meets the audience’s need for variety? 
Are there any filled pauses, mispronounced words, or startling grammar problems? 

4. Having watched your speech at least two times, what would you say were two of its major strengths?  

5. What would you say were two of its major weaknesses? 

6. What would you like to do differently the next time you speak? Create one or two SPECIFIC goals.

Name: _______________________#___ 


