
Gallery Walk: Evaluating Themes 
Directions: As you and your partner walk around the theme gallery, use the information in the chart 
below to rate each theme. Be prepared to justify your response. 

Write the best example you found below: 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Rating Criteria Example from “For the Birds”

5 Contains a “so what” statement that shows why people 
should care about the message

If people don’t treat those that are different 
from themselves with respect and dignity, 
negative consequences will follow.

4 Meets all requirements of a good theme and is written in a 
clear and concise way

People should treat those that are different 
from themselves with respect and dignity.

3.5 Meet all requirements of a good theme but the wording 
might be a little clunky, unclear, or wordy

People need to learn that they need to treat 
other people with respect and kindness instead 
of treating them poorly or making fun of them.

3
Theme depicted is one that develops throughout the entire 
text, is written in a complete sentence, and is general. 
However, it might be missing ONE of the other criteria (third 
person, figurative language, cliche)

Treat people the way you want to be treated.

2
Theme depicted is general, but it isn’t one that develops 
throughout the entire text; it is something we only see in 
part of the text. OR It is missing MULTIPLE criteria (complete 
sentence, third person, figurative language, cliche)

Whispering about someone behind his/her 
back leads to trouble.

1
Statement is focused on plot instead of the message found 
within the text. OR The theme depicted isn’t present in the 
text at all.

The little birds didn’t include the big bird and 
that resulted in them being rocketed into the 
air. 

People should get revenge on those who 
wrong them.

# Rating # Rating # Rating

1 1      2      3     3.5      4      5 2 1      2      3     3.5      4      5 3 1      2      3     3.5      4      5

4 1      2      3     3.5      4      5 5 1      2      3     3.5      4      5 6 1      2      3     3.5      4      5

7 1      2      3     3.5      4      5 8 1      2      3     3.5      4      5 9 1      2      3     3.5      4      5

10 1      2      3     3.5      4      5 11 1      2      3     3.5      4      5 12 1      2      3     3.5      4      5

13 1      2      3     3.5      4      5 14 1      2      3     3.5      4      5 15 1      2      3     3.5      4      5



1

2

Don’t take anything for granted because 
things could disappear at any moment 

and never show up again.

Always think of the consequences and 
sacrifices you have when you make a 

decision.



3

4

What happens to you in life can never be 
changed.

Be careful what you wish for. It might 
come back and haunt you.



5

6
The Whites shouldn’t have made the wish 
in the first place because that caused bad 

things to happen.

Every action you make has consequences. 
Think about them before acting.



8

7

Don’t take things for granted because 
life turns out better that way.

Be careful for what you wish for since the 
things you wished for carelessly can 
come in unexpected (sad, dangerous) 

ways.



10

9

If you are selfish and don’t think about 
others, then it could be negative, so you 

have to think about your actions.

Take caution when you wish for things, 
even when it’s about family.



12

11

One should be content with the life they 
have as wishes are a curse, not a blessing.

Sometimes you just got to live with what 
happens.



13

14
Family should be willing to sacrifice 

everything for one another.

Bad things can come out of good 
intentions.



___________________________________________________________________________________ 

15
Sometimes you should just be happy with 
what you have because you might ask for 

something and get something you don’t 
want.




