
Name: ______________________________ 

RACER and “Beware the Thunder” 
Component Score

R

A

C

2 1 0.5 0

Question is fully 
and clearly 

restated

Question is fully 
restated, but the 

wording/
grammar is 

unclear

Question is 
partially restated.

Question is not 
restated. This 

would include the 
question being 

rewritten instead 
of restated

Score Criteria

Exceeds 
Standard!

Contains a “so what” statement that shows why people should care 
about the message

5 Meets all requirements of a good theme and is written in a clear and 
concise way

4

Meets all requirements of a good theme but the wording might be a 
little clunky, unclear, or wordy 

*Even if you have a “so what” in your theme, you will be scored here if it is 
not worded in a concise and clear way.

3
Theme depicted is one that develops throughout the entire text, is 
written in a complete sentence, and is general. However, it might be 
missing ONE of the other criteria (third person, figurative language, 
cliche)

2
Theme depicted is general, but it isn’t one that develops throughout 
the entire text; it is something we only see in part of the text. OR It is 
missing MULTIPLE criteria (complete sentence, third person, figurative 
language, cliche)

0 Statement is focused on plot instead of the message found within the 
text. OR The theme depicted isn’t present in the text at all.

2 1 0.5 0

Evidence is introduced 
properly and with 

clear grammar, and 
the evidence is cited 

properly using 
parenthetical citation, 

the author’s last 
name, and the page 

number.

Evidence has 
both an 

introduction and 
citation, but there 

is an issue with 
one of them.

Evidence has 
both an 

introduction and 
citation, but there 

is an issue with 
both of them.

Evidence is 
neither 

introduced nor 
cited at the end.



Component Score

E  
(Part 1)

E  
(Part 2)

R

Grammar/
Puncutation

Score Criteria

5

Explanation avoids excessive or unnecessary summary completely. It is detailed, and 
really expresses HOW the evidence demonstrates the theme. All areas of the theme 
are clearly addressed, and the author does a good job breaking down and analyzing 
the evidence.

4
While the explanation includes some unnecessary summarization, on the whole, it does 
a good job of expressing HOW the evidence demonstrates the theme. All areas of the 
theme are clearly addressed, and the author does a good job breaking down and 
analyzing the evidence.

3
Explanation includes some unnecessary summarization. It partially explains how the 
theme is shown in this piece of evidence; however, not all of the theme is addressed 
OR the explanation is slightly vague and does not explicitly enough make the 
connection between the evidence and the theme.

2
Explanation includes some unnecessary summarization. It partially explains how the 
theme is shown in this piece of evidence; however, not all of the theme is addressed 
AND the explanation is slightly vague and does not explicitly enough make the 
connection between the evidence and the theme.

1 Instead of explaining how the evidence shows the theme, this is a 
summarization of events in the text.

0 Not present

2 1 0

Explanation includes a 
transition word or phrase and a 
statement that connects back 

to them theme. 

Therefore, this evidence 
demonstrates that…

Explanation has one of the two 
components.

Not present

2 1 0

Restatement includes transition 
(In conclusion, To Conclude, 
Overall, To sum up, etc.), title, 

author, and theme.

Restatement is missing one or 
two of the components.

Restatement is missing 
more than two of the 

components, or it is not 
present.

2 1 0

No errors in basic conventions, 
and no errors interfere with 

readability.

Minimal errors in basic 
conventions, and no errors 
interfere with readability.

Many errors in basic 
conventions and/or errors 
interfere with readability.
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